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Every year, for the Mahasamaradhana of Sri
Raghavendraswami at the Moola Brindavana and for the
celebrations that begin there eight days prior to the
Madhya Aradhana day, devotees will gather in large
numbers for participation in the ritualistic observances
connected therewith.

However, that year the number of pilgrims visiting
Mantralayam for that occasion was very less and the
head of the Sri Mutt, Sri Suyamindra Thirtha, was also
concerned about it.

The reason for the devotees' absence was the
quarantine in operation there that had been imposed
then on the recommendations of the Health officer of
Yemmiganur.

The Collector of Bellary had, as suggested by the
Health Officer, passed on instructions for isolating those
coming to Mantralayam and preventing their entry into
the place, as the areas surrounding Mantralayam were
cholera-infected at that time. In accordance with those
orders, arrangements had been made for sending back
to their places the pilgrims alighting at Adoni and
Mantralayam Road stations. Devotees who had come in
eager expectation of participating in the Aradhana
celebrations were however feeling sad to return to their
places.

Sri .Suyamindra, the pontiff, thought that without the
participation of bhaktas, 'the Aradhana celebrations
would be a lacklustre affair. Therefore he sent his agent,
Venkoba Rao, to Bellary.

Venkoba Rao first calls on the Health Officer at
Yemmiganur and requests him that he should intervene